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"  . Ἵν, Intelligence on recent Soviet military. 
assistance to Cuba indicates that an unusua}ly large 
Number of Soviet ships have delivered wilitary cargoes 
to Cuba since late July and that sone form of nilitary 
construction ts underway at several locations in Cuba | 
by Soviet bloc personnel who arrived on some of these 
ships and are utilizing osterial delivered by the | 
cu. -wessels, RQuring the period at least 1,500 passengera 
aon “Shaye debarked from four ships under security conditions 
a nee een tuae theic@mresion fy relrtertt to the con~ - 
" * struction and military activity; anotber 1,500 arrived 
during the period and were greeted with considerable 
“publicity as economic specialists and students, Some 
still unconfirmed reports cuggest that recently arrived 
Soviet bloc personnel number ag many as 5,000, The 
aoe speed and magnitude of this influx of bloe personnel 
eon and equipment into a non-bloc country is unprecedented 
“2s dn Soviet military aid activities: clearly something 
εἶπ mew and different is takinz place. As yet linited 
ao evidence suggests that present setivities may include 
the augmentation of Cuba's air defense systet, nossibly 
including the establisheent of surface-to-alr "missile 
π᾿ λέξας or the setting up of Facilities for electrunic 
a - and communications intelligence, 


y ΝΣ many as Ὁ Sovict vessels may have already - 
arrived in Cuba since late July with military cargoes, | 
oF ive more Soviet vessels have left Black Sea ports under 
rn conditions suggesting that they are en route to Cuba 
το with additional military equipment. Wost reports on. 
τοῦ these: ‘shipments have. referred to large quantities. of © 
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. .itegpgportation, electronic, ‘and construction equipment, 
τς 5606] 5 ἔδθιυπίςα τοῦθ and ra adv vans; trucks: ‘of wany 

ata τ τ ᾿ . - 
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τ varleties, mobile generator units, tracked and ‘wheeled 
prince movers, cranes, trailers, and fucl tanks, oo. 
Eyewitnesses who saw the caterial being transported 


from the port: areas report that. much of the transportt- 


tion was done at night and even that town street lights . . 


were turned off ag the convoys passed through. 


ΕΝ 3. Yersonnel who arrived on the four Soviet ΝΕ 

" passenger vessels--cach of which bas a normal passenger 
capacity Οἵ 3240, though one of them declared 365 passcn~ 
ger when leaving the Black Sea-~-have been described 
variously by Cybans who ha ‘een them, Nost agree 
that they were obviously non-Cuban in appearance and. - 
were dressed in civilian clothing. A nuober of independ- 
ent sources report that the ‘oreigs personnel were. 
dressed in dirty, dusty, slept-in, red-checkered shirta — 
and faded blue trousers, The foreign personnel unloaded 
the vessels themselves; usually Cuban militianen kaye 
been charged with this work even when it was ἃ military 
cargo, There is no hard evidence that any of these | 
people are in combat, military units. There is strong 
evidence that tneir mission ie related ‘to unidentified 
miiftary construction. | ΙΝ ΕΝ 


ge At least a dozen refugees from the area of 
Matanzag have reported {fadependentiy oa militsery con-. 
struction at two sites nesr that north coast city. 
“Two and possibly more ships arrived itn the pert of. 
Matanzas and unloaded cargaes πον tight security pre--- 
_cautions, Cargoes were taxcn to at least two general 
areis where construction is underway, Initial con- 
struction, according to one ef the cyewvitnesses, in~ 


volved the grading and Loyeling® of a ubtural ly- tevede -eaacnete 


portion of the western ΠΌΣΟ of a hill by Soviet personnel 
using beavy equipment. “This ens taking piace ata site. 
just east of Matanzas at s place called El Bongo. Other 
sources confirmed that ποίου «1s leaving the docks 

in the direction of El Bengo, Another source, who Left 
Cuba more recently, reported that by 4 Aur. % foreign 
personnel were asserbling what appeared ὃ: .e ἃ pre= 
fabricated -curved-roofed structure 81 El Béngo, *TBe 
other site of construction sctivity nesr Matanzas ig 
apparently just across the provincial border in Havana 
province at Santa Cruz del Norte, near the forner ‘os 
‘Hershey sugar will. In this place, too, construction 
activity initially involved the icveling of a portion 
of a bill near the coast. Cuban residents had been © 
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νος There are as yet no confirmed report of | 
construction activity. underway in other parts of Cuba. 
However, there is considerable reason to presume that 
such activity is underway or is to be initiated shortly. 
4p a number of other locations in Cuba, ranging frou 

 Ortente province in the east to Pinar del Rio in the 

ΠΕΣ ὟΝ τοῦ the port of Antilla in Oriente 
province reported that a Soviet ship unlosded: in late. 
July at nearby Nicaro. The raterial unloaded, in-— 

eluding electronic vans, tracked prine movers, and © | 
trailers, was moved through Antilla toward the Peninsula © 

: where be reported construction work 


de Ramon, an area. 
had been underway for sone tine, Another ship is re- 


τ ported to have discharged ἃ similar cargo’as well 48 
foreign personnel in the port of Casilda, in southern 
Las Villas province, [n northern Las Villas, Cayo 
Esouivel, aa {sland off the coast, bas reportedly bees 
evacuated, In the ares just south of Havana city, we 
have numerous independent reports that a number of 
farms have been evacuated ond that the boys’ reforncatory 
at nearby Torrens has been converted for living quarters. 
for numbera of foreign personnel, Information frown 
individuals Who live near the reformatory indicate that 

the nergus Sovict pergganel zha.movediip early this 

; month wore "casual, dirty, civilian clothes." Other 

reports indicate that quaatities of equipwent such 88 
hag been reported elsewhere have been seen on the con 
fiseated farms near the reformatory. Other reports 
from other parts of the island indicate that Cuban a 

families have been evacuated from an island near Mariel, 

* the port in Pinosr del Rio province where much of the © 

. equipment was unlozded, and fron ἃ farming ΤΟΣ. δε». = 
Guatana, Pinar del Rio province, | ra 
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6, What the construction setivity involves 15. ad 
‘not yet known, The activity ἐπ the Matanzas srea* τ 
sould be the ftnitial phases of construction of a 95... —— 

equipped air defense system, erection of electronic and . 
communications intelligence facilities aimed at Canaveral 
ang other US installat ons, or An ECH system aimed at ~ 

| space, missile, and/or other operational electronic 
systens, The kinds of equiprent. described could fit 
witb any of these objectives; the eyidenco thus far, 

- ag well as Soviet practice in other couptries.receiving - 
ploc military assistance, world suzzest,-at leest teat-. - 


‘atively, construction of as air defense system based = =: - 
6n--the GVIDELINE missitl@ee Inf orration to confirm or τ 


~ refute is’shovld becowe sv2ileble within a weeks: 0.7 
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νον, 9, The step-up in military shipments and the -  . ~ 
“τ eonstruction activity once again provide strong evidence. ---- 
| lf the magnitude’ of. the USSR's-support for the Castro ΄“.. .... 
τ fFegine, Together with the extraordinary. Soviet bloc .- - 
"> economic commitments made to Cuba in recent months, ᾿ ΠΕΣ 
τς these developments amount to the most exténsive campa ign - 
to bolster a non-bloc country ever undertaken by the. | 
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